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Lesson Two 

1. impotent (im pa tant) adj. powerless; lacking strength 
Without the gun, he felt impotent. 

syn: ineffective; helpless ant: potent; powerful 

2. antithesis (an tith i sis) n. an exact opposite; an opposite extreme 
Love is the antithesis of hate. 

syn: converse ant: same 

3. maelstrom (mal stram) n. whirlpool; turbulence; agitated state of mind 
His emotions were like a maelstrom, and he couldn’t decide what course to 
follow. 

4. emendation (e'men da shan) n. a correction 

The last edition of the book contains many emendations, 
syn: improvement; amendment 

5. chagrin (sha grin") n, embarrassment; a complete loss of courage 
Joanne had never felt such chagrin as when she fell into the mud puddle in 
front of her fiance’s family. 

6. bauble (bo'bal) n. a showy but useless thing 

John had to find some kind of bauble to give Mary for Christmas, 
syn: trinket 

7. diaphanous (dl af" a nas) adj. very sheer and light 

The diaphanous gown was beautiful, but Gloria wasn’t sure she had the 
nerve to wear it. 

syn: transparent; gossamer ant: opaque 

8. labyrinth (lab" a rinth) n. a complicated network of winding passages; 

a maze 

The mice were made to run through a labyrinth in order to reach their food. 

9. gloat (glot) v. to look at or think about with great satisfaction 
The track team gloated over their latest victory. 

syn: revel; crow 

10. impediment (im ped'a mant) n. a barrier; obstruction 

The supervisor wouldn’t be an impediment to her advancement, 
syn: obstacle; hindrance ant: a ‘d 
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11. bestial (bes'chal) adj. savage; brutal 

He took a bestial delight in tormenting the captive slaves. 
syn: brutish; vile; cruel ant: humane; kind 

12. effete (e fet') adj. worn out; barren 

Although worn down by age and a life of hard work, the man was far from 
effete. 

syn: exhausted; spent and sterile ant: vital; vigorous 

13. shard (sh&rd) n. a fragment 

The doctor pulled a shard of glass from the girl’s arm. 

14. bland (bland) adj. mild; tasteless; dull 

His bland manner had a calming effect on the children. 

s>n.- smooth; agreeable ant: exciting; thrilling 

io. mhtlism (nT a hz am) n. a total rejection of established laws 

Nihilism rejects established laws and order, but it offers nothing in their 




LESSON TWO EXERCISE 1 WORDS IN CONTEXT PG 1 


■ - Lesson Two 

EXERCISE I—Words in Context 

From the list below, supply the words needed to complete the paragraph. Some 
words will not be used. 

impotent bestial maelstrom antithesis 

impediment emendation chagrin labyrinth 

diaphanous gloat 


Loren, the new manager, is the_of compassion; just yester¬ 

day, she fired two people because they were late to work once this week. 
Corporate headquarters, upset with declining sales, appointed Loren to 

replace a[n] _ manager who had been spotted on the golf 

course during work hours one-too-many times. 

Loren’s many changes and_to company guidelines caused 

a[n] _in both the warehouse and the salesroom. Employees 

faced evaluations and new instructions that drove many to resign; how¬ 
ever, it was all just a part of Loren’s plan. The people who quit, she rea¬ 
soned, were just _ to meeting the expected monthly profit 

margin. Loren 

spent the first two weeks familiarizing herself with the __ of 

shelves and palettes in the warehouse. Shreds of textiles littered parts of 
the packaging area; some were hefty snippets of wool, and others were 
_scraps of silk that hovered in the gust created by passing fork¬ 
lifts. She occasionally stopped to introduce herself to the workers, but she 

ceased her introductions after noticing the regular look of_on 

workers’ faces as they scrambled to look busy or stumbled over the proper 
responses to her questions. After the first round of resignations and firings, 

most of the workers were intimidated by Loren’s_management 

techniques. 
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From the list below, supply the words needrJ , , 

words will not be used. d 1 complete the paragraph. Some 

bauble bland sW , 

labyrinth effete nihilism 

gloat bestial 

2. Most of t he office personne, assumed that Devon's home life was as 

ken, Devon sat a, a desk every'da™ "ling oJvm h'*"'/ ^ f' ^ 
at the only ornamental object on his desk ° « , Starmg 

jng commemorating fifteen years of "id 

to Devon by the company in lieu of a bonus or a mute. It must n“ 
been very sentimental to Devon, because he did not say a word when one 
of the interns accidentally knocked the glass bubble to the floor where the 

rf hee chairs ^ ““ ** hear<i Cm " Ching beneath the wheels of antiquated 

The passing years took a toll on Devon’s unremarkable body. In the 
months following the fall of the paperweight, he developed a weary look 

-- from the exhausting monotony of filling out purchase orders 

for fifteen years. Occasionally, in the break room, he listened to some of the 

younger workers_about how quickly they were promoted; most 

were at least ten years younger than Devon and had half the experience 
A hidden rage boiled within Devon every time he overheard the familiar 
brag of a new, young manager. The promotions were prime examples of 

__ in the company, he reasoned; “I’ve got the seniority, not those 

kids,” he’d mumble to himself, but never loud enough for anyone to hear. 





